
Nayland Primary School 
Maori Curriculum Overview 
Odd Year 

 
 Themes Basic Maori Topics   
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 Tiriti O Te Waitangii - Treaty of Waitangi 
(School Focus) 

 
All students will understand what the 
Treaty of Waitangi is, who signed it, when it 
was signed, where and why. 

 
Mana Maori - Famous Maori People 
Students will at their level use the 
inquiry process to investigate 
significant famous Maori people from 
Aotearoa and share their findings 
 

Greetings Nga Mihi  
Days of the 

Week 
Nga Ra o te 

Wiki 
 

Farewells Poroporoaki  
Months of the 

year 
Nga Marama o 

te tau 
 

Commands Nga Wakahau  
The Time Te Taima  
Counting Te Kaute  

The Body Te Tinana  
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Nga Mihi - Gretings 

(School Focus) 
 

All students will be able to introduce 
themselves in Maori (mihi) at their level;  
Y1 / 2 – Intro name 
Y3 / 4 – Intro name, family 
Y 5 / 6 – Intro name, family, history 
 
 

Matariki – Maori New Year 
Students will explore and learn 
about Matariki. 

Classroom 
Objects 

Nga Toanga o 
te Ruma Kura 

 

Explanations Korero 
Whakamarama 

 

Colours Nga Tae  
Pronunciation Nga 

Whakamarama 
 

Place Names Nga Wahi  

Seasons of 
the year 

Nga wa o te 
tau. Te ahua o 

te Rangi 

 

The Family Te Whanau  
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Taonga Puoro – Singing 

Treasures 
Students will explore and learn 
about traditional Maori instruments 
and its music. 
 

Waiataringaringa / Haka 
Students will learn a simple 
waiataringaring (action song) or 
haka and perform simple actions. 

My Wants Aku Pirangi  
Foods Nga Kai  

Describing 
Words 

Kupu Ahua  

Maori New 
Year 

Matarki  

Opposites Kupu Hangai  
Clothing Kakahu  
Animals He Kararehehe  

Birds He Manu  
Insects He Ngangara  
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Nga Toi - Maori Arts 

Students will explore Maori 
Culture through the visual arts. 

 
 
 

Marae me Hui Marae – Marae 
and Marae Gatherings 

Students will explore and 
communicate about the marae 
and gatherings at the marae. 

Koru Carvings  
Tessellations Harakeke  
Artist Study Kite Making  
Kowhaiwhai Tukutuku  

   
Karanga Waiata  

Mihi Haka Powhiri  
Kawa Marae  

Tikanga Koha  
Karakia Hongi  



Nayland Primary School 
Maori Curriculum Overview 
Even Year 
 

 Themes Basic Maori Topics   
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Whakapapa – Genealogy 
Students will explore their own 
culture and heritage to give them a 
better understanding of 
themselves and others. 
 
Te Akomanga – The Classroom 
Students will respond to simple 
classroom language in Maori. 

Greetings Nga Mihi  
Days of the 

Week 
Nga Ra o te 

Wiki 
 

Farewells Poroporoaki  
Months of the 

year 
Nga Marama o 

te tau 
 

Commands Nga Wakahau  
The Time Te Taima  
Counting Te Kaute  

The Body Te Tinana  
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Maori Place Names – Nga Wahi 
(School Focus) 

(Junior / Middle /Senior) 
Students will identify on a map 5 Maori 
place names in Aotearoa. 
(Middle /Senior) 
Students will correctly pronounce 5 Maori 
place names in Aotearoa. 
(Senior) 
Students will know the meaning of 5 Maori 
place names in Aotearoa. 
 

Maori Legends  
Students will gain understanding through 
legends about aspects of Maori culture, 
geology, whakapapa etc. 
 

Classroom 
Objects 

Nga Toanga o 
te Ruma Kura 

 

Explanations Korero 
Whakamarama 

 

Colours Nga Tae  
Pronunciation Nga 

Whakamarama 
 

Place Names Nga Wahi  

Seasons of 
the year 

Nga wa o te 
tau. Te ahua o 

te Rangi 

 

The Family Te Whanau  
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Technology – Hangarau 

 
Students will explore the 
technologies of the Maori. From 
Moa Hunter to Pre- European 
Settlement. 
 

Te Reo Kori 
Using the Te Reo Kori programme 
students will learn simple poi, 
rakau and waiataringaringa. 
 
 

My Wants Aku Pirangi  
Foods Nga Kai  

Describing 
Words 

Kupu Ahua  

Maori New 
Year 

Matarki  

Opposites Kupu Hangai  
Clothing Kakahu  
Animals He Kararehehe  

Birds He Manu  
Insects He Ngangara  
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Tikanga Maori 
(School Focus) 

 
Students will be able to identify 5 
tikanga Maori customs / Rules. 
 
 

Nga Toi - Maori Arts 
Students will explore Maori 
Culture through the visual arts. 
 

Koru Carvings  
Tessellations Harakeke  
Artist Study Kite Making  
Kowhaiwhai Tukutuku  

   
Karanga Waiata  

Mihi Haka Powhiri  
Kawa Marae  

Tikanga Koha  
Karakia Hongi  



 


